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DEECE THOMPSON

S: Today is the 28th of April, 1990, and we're visiting Deece Thompson at

Wt f n,‘?—-ﬁ’gf,(his home in Bloomington, North Carolina. He has agreed to search his

memory and tell us some of the adventures that he's had in the Coast
Guard.

D: Welcome to my backyard Sam, and hope the noise doesn't bother us
too much, we're doing a little renovation on the house...

I was not a youngster who always wanted to be in the Coast
Guard. [ knew very little about it until [ was a senior in high school and
I saw that the only way | was going to get off to college was to find myself
a scholarship. | wasn't the smartest guy in the world, but | did play some
ball and I had some work experience, so | took the exam for the academy
in Cleveland, Ohio. | have some fond memories of the night before the
exam, that probably helped me score better than | would have if | hadn't
been out having a good time. | was 229 going out of 230 going into the
class, so they went through a few rejects and finally tapped me out. |
had about three days to report. It was four years of a lot of fun, a lot of
work.

The Eagle was just in Bloomington, as one of ten cities that she was
visiting in the east coast for the 200th anniversary of the Coast Guard
about a week ago, and that brought back a lot of memories.

S: What class were you?

D: I was the class of 1952. Trained on the Eagle. We went to Europe
twice, once in '49 and once in '51. The Eagle was still quite a curiosity in
'49 when we sailed into London. London was still rebuilding in those
days and made an impression on me and | think the rest of my
colleagues, how badly Britain had been brutalized by the bombing. We
went to La Harve and saw some of the Continent then.

Hayre,
S La Haﬁﬁe was flat at that time?



D: Had had some really serious damage there. On down to Casa Blanca
on the first trip, North Africa, the Canaries, Azores on the back, so we
really had an introduction to the world. I was raised in Eérie
Pennsylvania; not a lot of salt water up in that area.

First duty assignment | had was the cutter B1bup in Boston on fl } BR
weather patrol, a famous cutter. Interesting make up of the crew, thefe
were 28 some odd officers on the ward room and very few regular officers
on board. It was a period where we had brought in a lot of reserve
officers and it was a lot of fun, a mixed crew in terms of their
motivation and understanding of the Coast Guard, so it was a great
introduction. We had kind of a nutty skipper, who is deceased now, but
we thought we were reliving the Caine Mutiny for awhile there. He was
affectionately known as Popcorn Martin, James A. Martin, and had quite
a history. He was anxiously waiting to be promoted; | don't believe it
happened. We had some very unusual setting of the C detail. The first 3« &
time we got underway, after | got on board, we were was sitting in a
ward room and noticed that the dock started to go past the portholes.

No special C detail- the old man, a quarter master and one of his favorite
ensigns were getting the ship underway.

S: This was the period the Korean War was going on, that would account
for the build up of the reserves?

—
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D: Exactly. The came through OCS but really didn't have an extensive

course and were wide eyed about what was going on aboard the ship.
They brought a lot of different, interesting aspects into the wardroom.
We had a Turkish salesman, our ops boss was a fellow who had been a
phi beta kappa and ran a general store in Vermont. He converted our
exchange into quite a going operation. We were having one cent sales
and all kinds of marketing things they were doing on the outside.

Recollections... standard ocean weather patrol. | do remember 2
getting underway one time going to Inghgn for ammunition and having ! ”?5’ Qy,
the ship run aground. He was another one of these- | don't want !
anybody up on deck, I'll take the ship down myself- and we lurched to a
stop. The navigator and | were having coffee in the wardroom, and we
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tried to get up on the bridge to see what was going on and the old man
said we weren't aground and we didn't belong up there. He wiggled it off,
ultimately, but it was interesting. Our navigator, who [ later relieved, was
really a professional, and | remember him carefully laying out the
courses to get the ocean space, and the old man would come up and
change our course five degrees, so we'd end up circling around and
coming in from the opposite direction, kind of surprising the cutter we
were getting ready to relieve.

Weather patrol in those days was a lot of time out, little time in,
and a lot of encounters with the weather men themselves, the weather
recorders. They were crossing the dock from one ship to another.They
spent a lot of time at sea and one could say they were a little eccentric.
Great card sharks for the most part.

We were in Bermuda on a medical evacuation and | decided to
take a motor bike ride and ended up going downhill, missing a turn, and
going off a cliff. That was my introduction into aviation, I guess. The
bicycle and | left the ground about 30 feet above a cemetery. | broke my
back and got medivaced out of Bermuda toWestover Air force base in
Massachusetts . They brought me into the public health hospital there,
which was just a cut above a snakepit. They were on a real low budget
and | spend about twelve weeks in a cast there. | was lucky compared to
shipmates in the ward who had serious problems. They didn't have a
recovery room, so all of us were laying in the ward with various
orthopedic problems. They'd grab one poor devil and take him up for an
operation and roll him back under anesthesia and he'd come out of it
hollering and screaming and the poor devil in the bed next to him was
scheduled to have the same operation the next day.

Shortly thereafter, | was transferred to the cutter Andrew Scoggin.
On the Bib, I had been communicator and navigator and | went to the
Andrew Scoggin for my engineering training, She was home ported in
Miami. The story was she didn't go anywhere until she actually she
started to make weather patrol. The McCullugh's hull went bad about
that time, so they pulled the Andrew Scoggin off the cushy duty she'd
had down there and put her on weather patrol.

S: Who was your CO?



