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| am now at J|m Palmer’s. It is a fairly cool day with a little bit of wind and a little
bit of traffic nearby. | think we are getting good reception. Jim, it's yours.
“I would like, first of all, just to compliment Sam on his project. It appears to be a

fabulous one and | hope | can make somewhat of a contribution.”

With the rest of my class, | graduated in May of 1941, shortly before the war. It
was the last really small class at the Coast Guard Academy. We graduated 22; it
was supposed to be 50, but we never even got to 50. It went from 49 down to 22

before graduation.

We scattered into the four winds and being fairly down in the class, | didn’t have
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much choice as to my first assignment. It was up to the Amalga, the base in San Uy
Juan, Puerto Rico. The %lp@élkmag&éhce?;ec%a‘\w&mmgmg
ca‘.ight’hé'[',amd, joinéd them. It wasn’'t much of a ship, as some of you might

recall it was 190-foot vessel built in 1911; a sister ship wﬁga%mggmg{tvaf

sunk in World War | in Biscay Bay while on escort duties. Tr\/ )sy@g\acr@s}tﬁe/

biay from New ¢ Or&éaps Louu#uaﬁa

As it happened, three of our class, Joe Hahn, who was the senior man, Bob
Goldman and | were supposed to be the watch officers. Lieutenant Commander
E. B. Smith was the Commanding Officer; some of the senior people here might
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have some recollection of him. The exacts..... anyhow, so | don’t know how



unusual a situation that was. It was pijt}zfiéd there. He first was assigned as the
Engineering Officer and t_t}en the job opened up and he assumed the Exec’s job.
| think he was actd:%nllfy E‘tgoard ship at the time. It had been a coal-burning ship
with a reciprocating steam engine, but at this time it was oil-burning.

We picked up and installed some extended ...... after it when the Xng};%;qﬁas to
install some depth charge racks on the stern and we picked the depth charges up
at Key West on the way to Puerto Rico. It was an interesting job, | think, for
anybody interested in that type of career. The area was a fascinating one.
Pretty much unchanged from the way the Caribbean had been since the turn of
the century. Puerto Rico, for instance, was not developed in any sense. The
people lived pretty much as they had for the first part of the century. It was a

really fabulous experience.

As the war came on, we had a few patrol duties, some harbor entrance patrols,
but we did have a chance to get around the various Caribbean Islands. It took
some civil engineers near Antigua to establish its use as a naval base and also to
determine whether it would be appropriate for an airforce field. | think that most
of these things ultimately happened. | recall, among other things, that the charts

we used in Antigua were British admiralty charts from about 1854.

Another interesting project while | was aboard the Amalga, was some repair work

done to a four stacker that had been torpedoed by a German submarine. [t blew
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the whole bow off forward of the gun. People in the officers quarters were
sleeping there. Some were lost and some were able to climb outside back
toward the ship. The submarine came to the surface then with this four stacker
lying there without a bow. | don't recall the name of the ship, but it was able to
back down faster that the submarine could proceed on. So it backed into Port
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Castries Harbor in Saint Lucia.
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The Coast Guard ship Amalga was sent down with primarily Coast Guard

personnel. The Warrant Carpenter had a lot of qualified carpenter's mates and
they had an estimate of the material they needed. We proceeded there and with
this Coast Guard expertise built a wooden bow for this destroyer and then we
preceded it under escort on up to San Juan. In early ggf the Caribbean was a
hotbed of German activity. We were all aware that the Tampa had been sunk by

such activity in World War I. There was no watertight integrity on the ship. The
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om-and the quarters were below water and most of us, as we would
come off watch, if at all feasible, would sleep on deck rather than going below.
UNALGH
Shortly thereafter, the Amalga was decommissioned and | was assigned to the
‘Marion as Commanding Officer. The designated Commanding Officer became ill
and was sTent to the States and they needed someone in a hurry, so orders came
down’;tﬂf\Was fortunate enough to get that assignment which really, in terms of

my whole Coast Guard career, was one of the more interesting ones. The
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homeport was at Charlotte%wly in Saint Thomas. However, we were never



