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General Information

Each tape is numbered and may contain several narratives, or in rare cases, only
a portion of one officer's story. The introduction | do relates the names, where
we are, and the date of the taping.

It is desired that the first draft be double-spaced and ship names be italicized (or
in CAPS). | will edit the draft, correct spelling of names, places, etc. and return to
you.

Having made corrections, please print the smooth copy single-spaced, and return
it with your itemized bill.

Start each narration on a new page. The heading should include the officet’s
name, retired rank, class (date graduated USCGA) or other source such as VMI
(Virginia Military Institute).

Informal language is used throughout. Here are some terms that may be

encountered:

Rank Pay grade Equivalent Army rank

Cadet e Midshipman, Cadet

Ensign 01 2" Ljeutenant

Lt. Junior Grade 02 1% Lieutenant (JG or Lt. JG)
Lieutenant 03 Captain 2 stripes

Lt. Commander 04 Major 2 Y stripes
Commander 05 Lt. Colonel 3 stripes
Captain 06 Colonel 4 stripes
Rear Admiral 07 Brigadier “Flag” 1 broad stripe
Rear Admiral 08 Major General RADM 2 stars

Vice Admiral 09 Lt. General VADM 3 stars

Admiral 10 General ADM 4 stars (Commandant)




MICHELLE FITZPATRICK
LIEUTENANT (&QEONEL USCG
cyndy

S: This is the tenth day of October, 1990, and I'm in the Coast Guard
Academy Museum with Michelle Fltzpatrick. Michelle, you were a
graduate of the first co-ed class, 1980. I'll just turn this over and let
you tell your story.

M: I was raised in Pottsville Pennsylvania, which is an inland town,
and I had never heard of the Coast Guard. I was a land lubber, never
sailed, never been in a row boat.

Early in my senior year, I received the Academy bulletin, and
that was really the first time that I knew the Academy existed and
what the Coast Guard was all about. I did not know that it was the
first year women were being accepted as cadets. [ read the bulletin
and thought this looked like a neat organization. I was interested in
humanitarian things, considered joining the peace corps, and in the
environment, and also in getting a good engineering education. The
Coast Guard Academy seemed to put all those things together, so I
applied, not knowing that it was the first year that women were
being accepted. Although I did find it strange that the Academy
bulletin talked about only young men.

I was accepted, so I trotted up here and saw the place for the
first ime the day before reporting in as a cadet. I didn't really know
what I was getting into, had no idea what military academies were
like. I didn't know much about the Coast Guard, but of course I
learned that fairly quickly and kind of toughed it out.

The first summer was probably one of the worst experiences of
my life, tougher than I had any idea to expect. I had a problem with
fallen arches because we had no supports in our shoes, they didn't
know what kind of shoes to get us.

Still, there was something about the Coast Guard as I was
learning about it and the clincher for me was the summer program



on the Eagle. We flew down to Miami. It was my first plane ride,
ever, and we saw the Eagle under full sail from the plane. Then we
spent a week on board and I fell in love with the Coast Guard.
There's something about the Eagle. I had never sailed before, it was a
totally new experience, but it just grabbed me from the very
beginning. I spent every summer on the Fagle just because I enjoyed
it so much. Something about a square rigger just got me and I've
belonged to the Coast Guard from that summer on.

S: What did your parents think of you entering the Coast Guard?

M: They didn't understand it much better than I did. My sister had
enlisted in the Navy, so she had some idea about what I might be
getting into, but it was her idea to think about the military as a way
of financing school. My dad was in the army in Korea as a cook, but
they didn't know anything about the Academy and they hadn't gone
to college so they really didn't know what to expect. They thought it
was great that I getting to go to such a prestigious place and I had
been selected out of 10,000 applicants and entered a class of 327, so
they thought it was really wonderful. It was a surprise for all of us,
exactly how it worked.

S: How many women were admitted in that class?

M: Thirty-eight, if [ remember correctly, out of 327. And we ended
up graduating fourteen out of 142. There was a little bit higher
attrition, but not that much. As of the ten year mark, twelve of us
were still in active duty.

So that was my entrance- it was quite a shock, I was kind of in
a daze for most of fourth class year. There were a lot of problems
because the system wasn't ready for women. The buildings weren't
ready for women. The administration wasn't ready for women.
Nobody was ready for us to be there. Everything and everybody had
to adjust.

One of the worst parts about it was in Chase Hall, the heads
hadn't been converted to women's heads yet, so the first half of the



