
LINEAGE OF THE U.S. COAST GUARD

Five services, one Coast Guard
How five federal maritime services, founded between 1789 and 1884, came together as today's Coast Guard — and where it has 
served since.
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U.S. Coast Guard1915 · Revenue Cutter + Life-Saving merge

1939 · Lighthouse Service joins

1942 · Marine inspection & navigation (wartime)

1946 · Transfer made permanent

1917–19 · Under U.S. Navy (WWI) ← 1941–46 · Under U.S. Navy (WWII)
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1936 · Renamed Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation
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